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        By the time we’ve decided it’s time to leave, of course the weather decides it’s not time to leave and blows stink right from the direction we’d need to sail.  Everyone knows sailboats don’t sail right into the wind.  So we’re on hold … waiting for an easterly breeze 10-12 with 1-2 foot waves to allow us to overnight & easily make it to the Florida Keys.

We have a “Goin’ Cruising Checklist that we use in the final days leading up to when we’d LIKE to depart, and after that it’s all weather.  Our list is broken down into 3 separate categories, “The Boat”, “The Crew” and “The Day Before”.   Your list will likely be different than ours, but this is a good starting point.

As you can imagine, “The Boat” involves things like topping off fuel tanks and propane, making sure all our electronics are still functioning, insuring that I can get e-mail and weather via the ICom M802 SSB radio and Sailmail, and even mundane things like re-charging anything aboard that might need it — the Iridium phone and handheld VHF’s come to mind.

“The Crew” focuses on us — prescription meds for 90 days, provisioning, and any tax requirements handled.

And “The Day Before” is stuff we won’t do until the day before we leave – or even the morning of if we decide on a mid-day departure due to tides or arrival timing at the other end.

Click here to download Winterlude’s “Goin’ Cruising” PDF Checklist.
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            Previous articleTroubleshooting Your KISS Wind Generator


Next articleGreat Sailing the ICW


            Jan Irons
http://commutercruiser.com
Since 2001, Jan & her husband, David have been Commuter Cruisers.  Sailing off into the sunset aboard their Passport 37 sailboat, they cruised from Annapolis to Cartagena, Colombia and back.  After 15 years & 25,000, the Western Caribbean, the Keys, Cuba and Bahamas, they decided to change the dream.  Now cruising The Great Loop in their Mariner 40 trawler, Optimystique, Jan & David are still wandering... If you see Optimystique "out there", please stop by and say HI!
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                                        Katie and Mark

                    
                        March 15, 2012 at 4:58 pm
                    
                

                
                    Hi Jan,

   We just found your website today – WOW!  What an amazing resource you’ve compiled for all of us cruisers (and wanna be cruisers)!  My fiance and I are a few months away from embarking on a year+/- cruise in the Sea of Cortez.  We are wildly trying to learn, compile and research all the remaining things we need in the next couple of months.  I’m sure we’ll be coming back here very often to glean your well organized knowledge base.  Thanks so much!

Thanks,

Katie and Mark

http://www.ControlledJibe.com

                


	            
                    Reply                

            
    	
			
	            
                                        Jan Irons

                    
                        March 16, 2012 at 8:28 am
                    
                

                
                    Thanks Katie & Mark!  I hope CC is helpful & if there’s a topic you’d like to see me cover, let me know – and if we’ve had any experience with it, I’ll be glad to do a post!  🙂  Cheers!  Jan
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                                        K-Man Eastburn via Facebook

                    
                        June 9, 2012 at 9:22 am
                    
                

                
                    Helpfull. Often overlooked. I always say, “Prefare for the worst of the worst’….
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                                        Commuter Cruiser via Facebook

                    
                        June 9, 2012 at 10:09 am
                    
                

                
                    Prepare for the worst is great advice!  That’s why we always anchor like it’s going to blow 50 overnight — and if it doesn’t, we’re pleasantly surprised.   🙂
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                        August 6, 2015 at 12:08 am
                    
                

                
                    Thanks so much for compiling and sharing this great info!  Your posts are a great resource. 🙂
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	Don’t Drift Out to Sea: Carry a Dinghy Anchor!It was a beautiful evening anchored off a tiny cay in Belize, enjoying cocktails with friends aboard their boat.  We all were enchanted by the luminescence in the water, floating by in trails, glowing faintly and then brightly in pulses.   We sat chatting until it was pitch dark and then …







Despite Hurricane Michael’s devastation, the dolphins swim on in the Gulf ICW.
Dolphins everywhere.

	





	Be notified of new posts on Commuter Cruiser.

		Never Miss a Commuter Cruiser post again!
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Support CommuterCruiser
			If you find information on CommuterCruiser useful, you can help support it when you buy from Amazon and use this link. 





		

Popular Posts



	 6 Months Later … Ye... 192.9k views


	 How To Get Rid of Boat Od... 95.8k views


	 How to Tie Up to a Moorin... 85.4k views


	 Premium Coolers: Engel vs... 61.3k views


	 How To Calculate Amp Usag... 60.7k views










                            

                        

                             
     
 






	
	
    

	    
		    
                		    

	    


        

            
                Facebook

Commuter Cruiser



            


            
                Instagram

        
                    
                

                
                    @CommuterCruiser

                    239 Followers

                    Follow
                    

                

            

            
        
                    
                                        
                            
                            
                                
                            
                            
                                                    

                                            
                                            
                            
                            
                                
                            
                            
                                                    

                                            
                                            
                            
                            
                                
                            
                            
                                                    

                                            
                                            
                            
                            
                                
                            
                            
                                                    

                                            
                                            
                            
                            
                                
                            
                            
                                                    

                                            
                                            
                            
                            
                                
                            
                            
                                                    

                                            
                                    

            

            

             


            
                Pinterest

            


        

    



	
	    
        
            
                
                    	Home
	The Great Loop
	Outfitting
	Anchoring/Ground Tackle/Dock
	Cruising Gear/Electronics
	Dinghy
	Galley
	Gifts
	Lifestyle
	Power/AMPS/Alternative Energy
	Safety



	Store Your Boat
	Checklists
	Leave the Boat
	On the Hard or In the Water
	Marinas
	Hurricane Preparedness
	Return to the Boat



	Maintenance
	Checklists
	Problem Solving
	Preventative
	Teak
	Sails & Canvas
	What Works/What Doesn’t



	Cruise Planning
	Anchoring/Ground Tackle
	Foreign Check In/Check Out
	Galley/Provisioning/Life Aboard
	Medical
	Navigation
	Safe Cruising/Local Knowledge
	Seamanship/Sailing the Boat
	Throw Off the Dock Lines!
	Weather
	What’s It Cost … How Much?



	Destinations
	Passages
	Belize
	Bahamas and Exumas
	Providencia, San Andres
	Florida Keys
	Mexico/Yucatan Coast
	Panama
	Kuna Yala/San Blas Islands
	AICW – Atlantic Inter Coastal Waterway
	Georgian Bay & The North Channel
	Erie Canal
	Inland Rivers
	Trent Severn Canal System, Ontario





                


                
                    Copyright © 2024  CommuterCruiser                

            

        

    




  


 
		


	
	
	

	
	

	
	

	

                
                    
                    MORE STORIES
                    

                    
        

        

        
            How Safe Are Mooring Balls?
            
                                                August 10, 2014                            

        


        


        
        

        

        
            How to Clean a Stainless Steel Water Bottle
            
                                                June 2, 2011                            

        


        


        
        

        

        
            Why Wash Down A Cruising Boat?  Some Tips!
            
                                                June 24, 2013                            

        


        


                            

                


    

    























		
		
